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HISTORICAL AND PEDAGOGICAL ASPECTS OF TEACHING 
FOREIGN LANGUAGES OF FUTURE PRE-SCHOOL  
AND PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS IN UKRAINE
Liubov Terletska1
DOI: https://doi.org/10.30525/978-9934-588-38-9-16
Abstract. The purpose of the paper is to analyze pedagogical and histor-
ical aspects of teaching foreign languages of future pre-school and primary 
school teachers in Ukraine in the second half of the XX century and today. 
The theoretical analysis of literature on investigated issue allowed us to 
define such components of concept «pedagogical conditions of teaching 
foreign languages» as general pedagogical conditions and special-educa-
tional ones. To our mind general pedagogical conditions are: purposefulness 
of pedagogical process, scientific character of maintenance of education, 
systematic character and sequence of educational process, consciousness, 
an activity of students during pedagogical process, the choice of optimal 
methods, forms, facilities, complexity of education, taking into account 
individual features of students, durability and effectiveness of the results 
of education, respect to personality of student in combination with demand. 
Such special-educational pedagogical terms as teaching of foreign speech 
activities (listening comprehensive, speaking, reading, writing), taking into 
account of native language, the maintaince of communicative exercises, 
personality-oriented teaching, authentic educational materials (textbooks, 
videomaterial and audiodiofiles, language labs etc.), motivational provid-
ing of foreign activity, individualization of process of teaching foreign lan-
guages are also very important. On the basis of analysis of archival data it 
can be asserted that students of pedagogical schools of Ukraine in the second 
half of the twentieth century had a low level of foreign language because 
of such reasons: the lack of curricula for teaching foreign languages for 
pedagogical schools, the reform of the system of educational institutions, 
the absence of qualified teachers, lack of textbooks and teaching materials 
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on the foreign language. Consequently, mastering a foreign language is a 
complex process that consists not only of the ability to read and understand 
foreign language, but also of the systematic training of speech activity. In 
our opinion, it is necessary to highlight the following problems of foreign 
language teaching in modern educational institutions: the desire of students 
to speak the language quickly and perfectly; uniformity of exercises, lack of 
situational speech; lack or low level of motivation and interest in language 
learning; oversaturation of foreign language grammar; lack of a qualified 
teacher; application of modern methods of foreign language training etc.
1. Introduction
The development of Ukraine as an independent state was a prerequi-
site for changes in public life, which led to the emergence of a new one 
in pedagogical education, focusing on preserving the experience gained in 
Soviet times and at the same time making significant changes in the pur-
pose, content and technology of the pedagogical process. Two major trends 
have been identified in Ukraine’s educational policy: the first is the revival 
of national consciousness, culture and language, and the second is the focus 
on European and world community, which requires compulsory knowledge 
of foreign languages.Educational reforms contributed to the emergence of 
new teaching methods for the development of creative personality, change 
of the authoritarian style of teaching to a humanistic approach, taking into 
account the individual characteristics of young people. Foreign language 
today is a means of intercultural communication, that’s why mastering 
foreign language activities is aimed not only at the development of com-
municative competence (linguistic, sociocultural, national, linguistic and 
regional), but also at education by means of foreign language.
The development of the theory and practice of teaching foreign lan-
guages of students of pedagogical specialties reflects the long history of 
transformations in approaches to the organization of the educational pro-
cess and the search for effective scientific and methodological concepts 
of foreign language training. Changes in the methodological approaches 
and technologies of teaching foreign languages should be considered in the 
broad context of what is happening in the modern globalized world in gen-
eral and in particular in the field of national pedagogical education, which 
is on the verge of cardinal modernization.
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Analysis of studies of the vocational orientation of the foreign lan-
guage learning process revealed the super-competitiveness between the 
requirements of the standard of higher pedagogical education regarding 
the knowledge of future teachers of foreign language communication skills 
and archaic methods, technologies and forms of organization. The practice 
of teaching foreign languages for non-linguistic specialties in pedagogi-
cal universities indicates that despite the general recognition of the need to 
develop a communicative focus in foreign language learning, the focus of 
teachers is on developing students’ skills necessary for reading and trans-
lation of literature. This orientation of learning does not sufficiently help 
students to acquire a real practice of vocationally oriented communication. 
At the same time, insufficient attention is paid to the development of inter-
cultural communication skills, the discussion of existing intercultural and 
professional differences, which does not allow to speak about the formation 
of complete foreign language communicative competence.
2. Reforms of education system of Ukraine
Ukraine’s national education system was formed in the 1990s in the context 
of changing political, economic and cultural life of society. These changes are 
envisaged by the main provisions of the legislative and regulatory documents, 
among which the main ones are: the Constitution of Ukraine (1996), the Law 
of Ukraine «On Education» (1991), the Law of Ukraine «On General Second-
ary Education» (1999), the State National Program «Education» («Ukraine of 
the 21st Century») (1993), State Educational Standard of Foreign Language 
(1998) and others.They identify the main directions of modernization of the 
content and methods of education and upbringing of the younger generation, 
which led to the reformation of foreign language training with the improve-
ment of pedagogy in the second half of the twentieth century. Theoretical 
categories of teaching foreign languages were formed (purpose, tasks, meth-
ods), improving the teaching methodology, reforming the goals of learning 
foreign language activities (from developing reading and translation skills in 
1950-1960 years to the transition to productive mastery of a foreign language 
in 1970-1980 years and to the formation of foreign language communicative 
competence in 1990–2000 years); communicative, personality-oriented and 
differentiated approaches were actively implemented. In the context of chang-
ing the purposes of foreign language training in educational institutions, it’s 
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necessary to study and analyze the pedagogical conditions of teaching foreign 
languages of future students in pedagogical educational establishments of 
Ukraine in the second half of the twentieth century and nowadays.
The urgent tasks of modern education in the context of European inte-
gration processes are the essential updating of the content of education, the 
search, creation and application of effective forms and methods of teaching 
to ensure the high quality of youth education. Priority directions of state 
language education are its continuity in order to ensure compulsory mas-
tering of Ukrainian language and practical mastery of a foreign language in 
order to develop a high linguistic culture of citizens, to cultivate tolerance 
to speakers of European and world languages and cultures, to increase the 
level of foreign language training in European languages. standards.
3. Pedagogical conditions of teaching foreign languages
The term «pedagogical conditions» is nowadays widely used in 
researches as for professional training of young people in educational insti-
tutions of various types. Analizing of pedagogical conditions of teaching 
foreign languages rerequires defining of certain concepts.
In the academic interpretative dictionary of the Ukrainian language the 
following meanings of the word «condition(s)» are: 1) «a necessary circum-
stance that makes possible the realization, creation, formation of something 
or promotes something»; 2) «circumstances, peculiarities of reality, in which 
something happens or takes place»; 3) «rules that exist or are established in 
a particular field of life, activities that ensure the normal operation of some-
thing»; 4) «the totality of data, the provisions underlying anything» [8, p. 441].
In the philosophical dictionary, «condition» is defined as «a category 
that reflects the universal relation of things to those factors by which it 
arises and exists» [11, p. 703].
According to M.I. Konyukhov «condition is a set of phenomena of the 
external and internal environment, which probably influence the develop-
ment of a particular mental phenomenon» [4, p. 206].
According to the academic explanatory dictionary, “pedagogical” is one 
that “meets the rules and requirements of pedagogy” [9, p. 108].
In scientific researches the concept «pedagogical conditions» is defined 
differently by scientists, but in our opinion, all analyzed definitions have a 
common basis. Here are some basic approaches to interpreting this term:
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1) a set of objective possibilities, content, forms, methods, pedagogical 
techniques and material and spatial environment, which are aimed at solv-
ing research problems (A.L. Nazarova) [6];
2) the set of objective possibilities of content, forms, methods and tech-
niques of increasing the efficiency of the educational process and material 
and spatial environment, which ensure the successful solution of the tasks 
set and designed in the study (I.Y. Aksarina) [1, p. 19];
3) circumstances of the process of education and upbringing, which are 
the result of purposeful selection, construction and application of content 
elements, methods, as well as organizational forms of learning in order to 
achieve didactic goals (A.V. Bagdueva) [2, p. 12];
4) a set of objective possibilities of content, forms, methods, pedagogical 
techniques (R.K. Seriozhnikova, N.D. Parkhomenko, L.S.Yakovitskaya) [7];
5) the peculiarities of the organization of the educational process in the 
institution of higher education, which determine the results of education, 
education and development of the student’s personality, objectively ensure 
the possibility of their achievement (A.L. Durmanenko) [3];
6) interconnected set of internal and external parameters performance 
characteristics that provides high the effectiveness of the educational pro-
cess and corresponds to the psychological-pedagogical optimality criteria 
(V.M. Manko) [5, p. 153].
N.T. Tverezovska and L.L. Phillipova, based on the study of pedagogical 
literature, give the following definitions of the term «pedagogical conditions» 
by scientists: 1) characterization of the pedagogical environment; 2) circum- 
stances which are necessary for the course of the pedagogical process; 
3) factors, ways, directions of pedagogical process; 4) imaginary results of 
the pedagogical process; forms, methods, pedagogical techniques [10].
We think that pedagogical conditions of teaching are the circumstances, or 
factors of the pedagogical process necessary to ensure the effective formation 
of knowledge and skills in accordance with the program requirements of a 
particular type of educational institution. We define the pedagogical condi-
tions of teaching foreign language as a complex of organizational and peda-
gogical factors to ensure the formation of foreign language competence.
Based on the analysis of historical sources, methodological and scientific 
literature on teaching foreign languages in pedagogical institutions we think 
that it is advisable to distinguish the following pedagogical conditions of 
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teaching foreign languages: general and special-subject (organizational-ped-
agogical, qualifying, conditions of complexity of foreign language learning 
activities. General pedagogical conditions are the conditions necessary to 
ensure the effectiveness of education and training. They are based on the prin-
ciples of the pedagogical process, such as: purposefulness; scientific content 
of education and upbringing; systematicity and consistency; students’ con-
sciousness, activity, creativity; choice of optimal methods, forms, means of 
training and education; integrated approach to education and training; tak-
ing into account the age and individual characteristics of students; strength, 
awareness and effectiveness of learning outcomes; respect for the personality 
of the student in combination with the demanding. All these principles are 
interconnected and mutually supportive. Special-subject pedagogical condi-
tions are the conditions which are necessary for acquiring knowledge, skills 
and competences in particular subjects, taking into account the peculiarities of 
their teaching. educational institutions, participants of educational process and 
teaching methodology. Let’s analyze subject-specific pedagogical conditions 
on the example of teaching foreign languages, whose main purpose is master-
ing a foreign language as a means of communication, and the implementation 
in this process of education and development of the student’s personality.
In order to ensure the effectiveness of foreign language training in edu-
cational institutions, it is necessary to fulfill the following of such special 
pedagogical conditions as: interconnected learning of foreign language 
activities (listening, speaking, reading, writing); taking into account native 
language knowledge; the dominant role of communication exercises; per-
sonality-oriented orientation of foreign language learning; providing the 
educational process with the appropriate material base, including authentic 
educational materials (textbooks, video and audio equipment, audio files, 
language offices, etc.); motivational support of foreign language activity; 
individualization of the foreign language learning process and others. All of 
these conditions are specific to the subject matter «foreign language» and 
determine the principles, methods and requirements for foreign language 
activity for the students during educational process. As subject-specific 
pedagogical conditions are decisive for various aspects of teaching foreign 
language, in our opinion, it is advisable to distinguish organizational-ped-
agogical, qualification-methodological and conditions of complexity of the 
direction of foreign language educational activity.
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Organizational and pedagogical conditions include the systematicness of 
foreign language lessons, the presence of a teacher (teacher), a study room 
(class) in foreign languages, and educational literature (textbooks, manu-
als, plans, programs). Taking into account the analysis of historical sources 
and methodological literature on the foreign languages of the chronologi-
cal boundaries studied, we concluded that the personnel problems with the 
foreign language teachers in the pedagogical schools of Ukraine, as well as 
in other educational establishments, were noticeable until the 1980s. The 
condition of systematic classes depended on the availability of a teacher, 
although the amount of foreign language literature for students increased, 
but was insufficient. The qualifying and methodological conditions include:
1) professional qualification of the teacher. The negative tendencies in 
the preparation of foreign language teachers in the second half of the twen-
tieth century (until 1991) were: excessive ideologization of the educational 
process, insufficient funding of educational institutions, imperfection of 
educational and methodological support. The lack of qualified teachers in 
both pedagogical schools and schools of Ukraine in the second half of the 
XX century, had a negative impact on the level of knowledge of foreign lan-
guage of the students. The practical aim of teaching foreign languages was 
to read a textbook, to translate the texts with a dictionary. For a long time 
oral language was not a targeted component of the development of foreign 
language activities. Among the positive changes were the development and 
improvement of new curricula, the search for effective ways of teaching 
future pre-school and primary teachers for a work in educational institu-
tions through the organization of pedagogical practices of different types 
from the second year of study, the increasing number of higher education 
institutions in Ukraine. In addition, by the 1980s, group forms for students 
predominated in institutions of higher pedagogical education. Since 1990, 
there has been an increase in individual forms of work to provide quality 
training for foreign language teachers in the context of European education;
2) literature on foreign languages (educational programs for pedagogi-
cal schools, textbooks and other educational materials for this type of edu-
cational institutions). For a long time, foreign language teacher training 
programs were not developed, and requirements for students from foreign 
language teachers were taken from secondary school programs (1-2 years 
of study). Teaching and learning literature (including textbooks) in a for-
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eign language did not meet the basic purpose of teaching – the formation 
of foreign language speaking, they were oversaturated with grammatical 
material and too politicized (until 1990) [12].
In our opinion, the conditions of complexity of foreign language teach-
ing activity include providing foreign language lessons with such oblig-
atory target and content components as: complexity (development of all 
types of foreign language activity: listening, speaking, writing and reading) 
to ensure the effectiveness of teaching foreign language; foreign language 
as a goal and as a means of learning; variety of forms of work, communica-
tive orientation of a lesson; motivational support of students’ foreign lan-
guage learning activities; practical orientation; applying a personality-ac-
tivity approach to teaching a foreign language.
4. Features of teaching foreign language (historical aspect)
Teaching foreign language is a complex and multifaceted process of 
developing foreign language communication skills (listening, reading, writ-
ing and speaking) and the implementation in this process of education and 
personal development of the student. In our opinion, the provision of con-
ditions for the complexity of foreign language learning activities depended 
on the goals and methods of teaching foreign languages of a certain histori-
cal period. The second half of the twentieth century was characterized by a 
change in the target component of foreign language training for the younger 
generation, which was a major factor in expanding the content of foreign lan-
guage education in Ukrainian educational institutions. Based on the results of 
the study, it is concluded that in the second half of the twentieth century the 
content of the practical purpose of foreign language training expanded from 
reading (translated and untranslated) in the 1950s to the formation of foreign 
language communicative competence in the 1990s. The target component 
was varied in accordance with educational reforms and the requirements of 
the society regarding foreign language proficiency of students of educational 
establishments. The content of the educational aspect became a reflection of 
the ideology of public policy, which was enriched by other components only 
in the late 1980s (formation of a student’s personality, increasing interest in 
the country of the language studied, education of patriotism and internation-
alism by means of a foreign language). Let’s analyze the features of teaching 
foreign language in the second half of the XX century.
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Peculiarities of teaching foreign languages  
at the second half of the XX century 
Years Features of teaching foreign language
1950s
– excessive textbook theorization;
– reading and translating the text as the main types of work in a foreign 
language class (practical goal);
– texts on military topics had a «recommended» character;
– increasing attention to the educational influence of foreign language.
1960s
– specification of practical purpose and recognition of its leading in relation 
to other purposes of foreign language training;
– definition of requirements for training of speech activities (reading, 
writing, speaking, listening);
– reducing the educational goal to ideological and political education;
– expanding the content of the general purpose.
1970s
– change of formulation of practical purpose for communication in a foreign 
language, teaching of foreign language communication;
– general educational purpose – use of foreign language as a means of 
communication;
– educational purpose мета to increase interest in the country of the 
language studied; development of the personality of the student (student) by 
means of a foreign language.
1980s
– reduction of practical purpose to the formation of communicative 
competence and practical mastery of a foreign language;
– foreign language writing was considered as a means of mastering oral and 
reading skills;
– education of internationalism and patriotism as a component of 
educational goal.
1990s
– strengthening of the national component;
– development of Ukrainian textbooks on foreign languages based on the 
principle of variability;
– Transformation of the general purpose of teaching foreign languages for 
educational and developmental purposes;
– practical goal – formation of foreign language communicative competence 
(linguistic, speech, socio-cultural and general).
After Ukraine’s declaration of independence, the role of national educa-
tion and respect for the culture of other peoples and nationalities increased. 
These changes are reflected in the sociocultural competence of foreign lan-
guage teaching in Ukrainian educational institutions. During this period, the 
teaching method developed on the basis of a personality-oriented approach.
The results of a comprehensive study of the development of the aim of 
teaching foreign language in the second half of the twentieth century prove 
that the condition of complexity of foreign language activities began to be 
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realized only in the 1990s according to the backdrop of transformational 
processes in the content of Ukrainian education. It should be emphasized 
that the requirements for the subject «foreign language» in the pedagogical 
schools of Ukraine of the studied period changed according to the revision 
of the aim of foreign language education, improvement of teaching methods 
and language policy of the state.
Therefore, pedagogical conditions are a set of organizational and pedagogi-
cal factors for ensuring the effectiveness of the educational process. Pedagogical 
conditions are an integral part of the pedagogical system (holistic pedagogical 
process); reflect the totality of the educational environment. Pedagogical con-
ditions for learning foreign languages – a set of organizational and pedagogical 
factors to ensure the formation of foreign language communicative competence 
(linguistic, speech, socio-cultural, national, and regional competences).
Theoretical analysis of the interpretations of this concept allowed us to 
distinguish and characterize pedagogical conditions in the context of for-
eign language teaching as a set of general and special-subject conditions 
(organizational-pedagogical, qualification-methodological and conditions 
of complexity of the direction of foreign language educational activity).
In our opinion, the main aim of teaching foreign languages of pre-school 
teachers and primary teachers of Ukraine in the second half of the twentieth 
century was:
1) language competence – mastering new lexical units in accordance 
with topics and areas of communication within the foreign language pro-
gramming material;
2) speech competence – developing and improving communicative lan-
guage skills (reading, listening, speaking, writing);
3) educational and cognitive competence – development of skills of edu-
cational and search activity for mastering a foreign language;
4) sociocultural competence – students’ acquisition of sociocultural 
knowledge about the country of the language studied, the ability to compare 
common and different in the culture of their country and the country whose 
language was studied;
5) development and education of the younger generation: personal 
self-determination regarding the future profession, interest in independent 
language learning and its practical use, social adaptation, formation of qual-
ities of citizen and patriot.
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Foreign language education in pedagogical educational establishments 
reflects changes in the approaches and priorities of youth language training 
in the search for the most effective method. The assertion that knowledge 
of a foreign language is an essential condition for the success and compet-
itiveness of a modern specialist is well known, but we must recognize that 
the level and quality of foreign language training in Ukraine does not meet 
the current requirements of the European Community. Establishing eco-
nomic, educational, political and cultural ties with other countries requires 
a restructuring of the existing methodology of teaching foreign languages in 
educational institutions. Ukraine’s accession to the Bologna Process created 
the preconditions for the development of new curricula and textbooks for 
the formation of a high level of foreign language competence.
Nowadays, mastering a foreign language is obligatory not only for 
students but also for teachers of educational institutions. The Ministry of 
Education and Science of Ukraine has developed typical foreign language 
educational programs for pre-school, general secondary, vocational, higher, 
extracurricular, inclusive education, methodological recommendations for 
teachers and lists of recommended educational and methodical literature, 
electronic textbooks, etc.
Despite the wide variety of textbooks by both Ukrainian and foreign 
authors, the continuity and systematic preparation of foreign language train-
ing in educational institutions, the opportunity to learn a foreign language 
through the Internet (using online courses, electronic textbooks, authentic 
literature, communication in subjects. e.) students have difficulty learning 
a foreign language. First of all, they are related to the lack of motivation 
to master the language, so the teacher’s task is to find effective ways to 
improve it. Modern teacher should have creative ability to apply problem-
atic methods according to the set goal (project method, brainstorming, dis-
cussion, role-playing). These methods contribute to the development of stu-
dents’ communicative competence and increase their interest in learning the 
language. The use of different methods and techniques of foreign language 
training can be effective only if the student wants to speak the language. In 
addition, a significant impediment to mastering a foreign language compe-
tence is the different levels of language proficiency and ability to teach stu-
dents in groups. Consequently, mastering a foreign language is a complex 
process that consists not only of the ability to read and understand foreign 
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language, but also of the systematic speech activity.In our opinion, it is nec-
essary to highlight the following problems of foreign language teaching in 
modern educational institutions:
1) the desire of students to speak the language quickly and perfectly;
2) uniformity of exercises, lack of situational speech;
3) lack or low level of motivation and interest in language learning;
4) oversaturation of foreign language grammar;
5) the lack of a qualified teacher capable of developing an individual 
program of foreign language learning with the avoidance of mastering diffi-
culties and a system of exercises for more effective perception;
6) application of outdated methods of foreign language training;
7) constant corrections and remarks regarding pronunciation, errors, etc;
8) unfavorable atmosphere in class and others.
The practice of communication is crucial in language teaching, so the 
most important task of the teacher is to find effective methods and tech-
niques that will avoid or minimize the occurrence of difficulties.
The achievements of teachers and methodologists of foreign languages 
of the last century are important for preserving the continuity and possi-
bility of influencing the educational processes of modern Ukraine for the 
development of a well-developed, gifted, creative personality. The main 
priority of Ukraine’s policy is European integration, which is the force for 
the development of economic, cultural and educational processes of our 
country.The goals of the reforms are to create a national education system 
capable of providing a high level of training for foreign language special-
ists, preserving the past, and creating a new one in accordance with the 
state’s capabilities and needs. However, there are contradictions between 
the importance of foreign language acquisition by Ukrainian citizens and 
the level of foreign language training in secondary and higher education 
institutions.Foreign language teaching begins in pre-school educational 
institutions, new methods of foreign language training, new professional 
and educational literature have emerged, but the level of foreign language 
proficiency in high school graduates remains low, especially in rural areas.
Let us carry out a comparative analysis of foreign language training of 
young people in the educational institutions of the second half of the last 
century and the beginning of the XXI century (modern period). In the 1950s 
and 1960s, the problem of low level of foreign language knowledge of high 
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school students and students of pedagogical colleges of the USSR was rec-
ognized by the government of public education, but some steps were taken 
to improve it, but there weren’t expected significant results.Today, the state 
has created conditions for improving the level of foreign language skills of 
the young generation, such asnamely: foreign language skills are compul-
sory for pupils of secondary schools, the study of a second foreign language 
is introduced from the 5th grade, the foreign language methodology is built 
according to the communicative direction – oral communication in a for-
eign language with an understanding of the interlocutor of the interlocutor). 
Secondary secondary schools in Ukraine give their students a high level of 
knowledge in the basics of different sciences, but in our opinion, foreign 
language training is not enough.
According to the results of the state final certification and external 
independent assessment of foreign languages, the level of knowledge of 
graduates does not meet the school assessment of academic achievement, 
students have gaps in knowledge of this subject, especially grammar, do 
not understand the value of new lexical units, which leads to difficulties 
in understanding [13]. The search for effective methods, updating the con-
tent of foreign language teaching in secondary pedagogical institutions of 
Ukraine became especially widespread in the second half of the last century 
(since the 1970s). Ukrainian methodologists, scientists, teachers studied the 
advanced experience of foreign colleagues, tried to translate the best prac-
tices into the practice of foreign language training of students and students 
of secondary educational institutions of Ukraine. Among the achievements 
are the following: continuity of foreign language education; communicative 
approach to teaching foreign languages as a basis for effective mastering 
of a foreign language; improvement of normative documents and educa-
tional-methodical literature on teaching of foreign languages in secondary 
and higher educational establishments; ensuring the implementation of 
cross-curricular links and taking into account the mother tongue; relevance 
of educational textbooks to the main purpose of foreign language train-
ing – oral language teaching; strengthening the requirements for the profes-
sional qualification of foreign language teachers for pedagogical colleges 
and colleges of pedagogical profile. Of course, the experience of native 
pedagogy and foreign language teaching should be considered in compar-
ison with modern education without bias and stereotypes, rejecting such 
348
Liubov Terletska
negative phenomena as «ideologization» and «politicization» of teaching. 
It cannot be argued that the Soviet education system was ineffective, as 
the government paid attention to the problems of its development. Party 
leadership understood that education plays an extremely important role in 
state-building. The work of all educational institutions was based on work 
training and harmonious upbringing of school-age children and youth, indi-
cating the great importance of pre-school education, vocational education, 
the spread of political education, etc. Priority pedagogical areas of educa-
tion in the Soviet period were: the unity of purpose and objectives at all 
levels; the commitment, gratuity and community of both sexes in vocational 
and vocational high schools and colleges; the benefit of receiving workers 
and peasants from children at all institutions; separation of schools from 
the church, prohibition of religious education and upbringing of children. 
Great importance in Soviet secondary education institutions was paid to the 
patriotic upbringing that provided moral and ethical foundations for young 
people’s sense of national dignity and sound moral standards. Students of 
pedagogical schools were accustomed to diligence, neatness, respectful 
treatment of adults, fulfillment of daily duties, and their moral development 
was facilitated by a humane and friendly attitude towards the elderly.
In our opinion, the main goals of teaching foreign languages in the peda-
gogical schools of Ukraine in the second half of the twentieth century were:
1) language competence – mastering new lexical units in accordance 
with topics and areas of communication within the foreign language pro-
gramming material;
2) speech competence – developing and improving communicative lan-
guage skills (reading, listening, speaking, writing);
3) educational and cognitive competence – development of skills of edu-
cational and search activity for mastering a foreign language;
4) sociocultural competence – students’ acquisition of sociocultural 
knowledge about the country of the language studied, the ability to compare 
common and different in the culture of their country and the country whose 
language was studied;
5) development and education of the younger generation: personal 
self-determination regarding the future profession, interest in independent 
language learning and its practical use, social adaptation, formation of qual-
ities of citizen and patriot [12].
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According to the allocated goals of teaching foreign languages students 
of the pedagogical school were required to:
– to know / understand: the meaning of lexical units according to the 
subject and communication situations, the particular culture of the country 
of the language studied; the meaning of grammatical phenomena; authentic 
literature on authentic literature on science and culture, history and moder-
nity, rules of linguistic and non-linguistic communication;
– to have: a) speaking skills (verbal speaking): to engage in dialogue, 
conversation, to participate in the discussion of a read (heard, seen) foreign 
language, following the rules of etiquette; to speak about themselves, their 
preferences within the framework of the program requirements and topics 
defined by the program requirements; b) reading skills: to read authentic 
texts of different genres and styles, using basic reading (study, study, search / 
review), depending on the communicative purpose; c) skills of foreign lan-
guage writing: to be able to write personal letters, fill in the questionnaire, 
information about yourself in a foreign language; copy foreign language 
texts in words; d) skills of foreign language listening: to understand the 
interlocutor in everyday communication, to understand the main content of 
audio and video texts (announcements, weather forecast, interviews, report-
ing) in accordance with topics and program requirements;
– to use the acquired knowledge and skills of foreign language in prac-
tical activities and daily life.
The main drawbacks of the Soviet education system are the over-cen-
tralization, totalitarian communist ideology, “residual” funding for educa-
tion, lack of methodological support for teachers at all levels, and the closed 
nature of the system and, as a consequence, the inability to evolve and adapt 
to new conditions and needs of society. According to the researchers, the 
school instilled in children passive consumption – uncritical perception of 
the existing social order by means of discipline and regulation.
5. Achievements and disadvantages
With regard to foreign language training of the younger generation in 
secondary education in the second half of the twentieth century, it is worth 
mentioning the following achievements: coverage of issues of improving 
foreign language learning, advanced pedagogical experience in periodi-
cals; publication of a large number of scientific articles and research in 
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communicative linguistics, psychology and pedagogy; development of 
new methods of teaching foreign languages (personality, activity, com-
munication) and reorientation of learning to the student’s personality; 
improving plans and programs, finding effective foreign language teach-
ing methods and tools.
Issue of scientific and methodological literature for the teacher and vari-
ous manuals, audio and video materials; strengthening the requirements for 
the personality of the teacher, improving his professional skill; the focus of 
public policy on improving the teaching of foreign languages, as evidenced 
by a number of regulations, orders and instructions; discussing the state 
of foreign language education of different types of educational institutions 
during pedagogical readings, meetings, congresses, conferences.
The disadvantages of organizing foreign language training in educational 
institutions in the second half of the XX century, according to scientists 
were: determining the influence of socio-political factors on the content, 
forms and methods of learning foreign languages; excessive ideologization 
and politicization of the foreign language learning process; imperfection of 
teaching methods, domination of native language lessons; misstatement of 
the target component of language learning, focus on the formation of recep-
tive skills, rather than «live communication»; unification of the educational 
process, impossibility of personally-oriented learning; prevalence of group-
group teaching methods over personality-oriented ones; lack of proper tech-
nical base and appropriate development of information and communication 
technologies of foreign language training; the formal acquisition of knowl-
edge, which resulted in the ideology of people who could not realize their 
foreign language knowledge in a closed external society, and therefore deep 
knowledge was not necessary for life. These negative trends were traced 
back to 1991, when Ukraine was part of the Soviet Union.
In secondary and secondary specialized pedagogical educational estab-
lishments, foreign language training was carried out according to unified 
(without the right of teachers or institution management) programs and edu-
cational and methodical literature for all institutions of the Union Republics. 
After Ukraine’s declaration of independence, the methodology of teaching 
foreign languages began to develop on the principles of variability, taking 
into account age peculiarities, development of a harmoniously developed 
personality.
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6. Findings 
In our opinion, it is necessary to highlight such major achievements of 
teachers in the field of foreign language learning in the second half of the 
last century, which should be used in modern educational institutions to 
ensure the effectiveness of language training:
1) the importance of knowledge of the grammar of a foreign language to 
eliminate further difficulties in comprehending foreign language texts and 
situational speech;
2) the orientation of the educational process on the personality of stu-
dents, the development of their creativity and independence;
3) increasing the number of foreign language lessons in the curricula;
4) providing a communicative approach, developing a situational for-
eign language, understanding the interlocutor’s language as the main goals 
of learning foreign languages;
5) development and improvement of educational and methodological 
literature, increasing requirements for the content of foreign language train-
ing of students of pedagogical schools and colleges of pedagogical profile;
6) planning and organization of the educational process in a foreign 
language. 
7. Conclusions
Today, the provisions on requirements for the content of foreign lan-
guage education, on teacher training, the use of various means, teaching 
methods that ensure the development of creative activity, interest, inde-
pendence of students of pedagogical schools of Ukraine remain relevant.
Thus, reforming Ukraine’s foreign language education was and is impor-
tant in the implementation of our country’s educational processes. Positive 
changes and achievements of teachers-practitioners, scholars, linguists on 
the methods of teaching foreign languages in the pedagogical schools of 
Ukraine in the second half of the last century should become the basis for 
further reform and improvement of this direction of education in order to 
increase the efficiency of foreign language education of students of modern 
institutions.
Efficiency and expediency of using modern pedagogical foreign lan-
guage teaching methods, application of various forms and types of interac-
tive training contributes to the formation of English communicative com-
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petence of future pre-school and primary teachers.We think that prospects 
for further research are in further theoretical studies and practical develop-
ments of modern pedagogical technologies of teacing foreign languages of 
students of pedagogical specialties.
The level of knowledge of a foreign language of the student should be 
considered as an important indicator of success of modern specialist, as a 
result of his education in the university. Students’ ability to study a foreign 
language is characterized by a system of personality features, such as: an 
ability to master foreign language skills, understanding of the customs and 
cultures of other countries, an ability to communicate with native speakers 
without a translator, an ability to continue to use knowledge, languages in 
practice, communicating with foreign colleagues.
Teaching foreign language is very important for professional achieve-
ments of students and influences for their effective communication in profes-
sional environment. Therefore, one of the main tasks of the higher education 
institution should be to assist first-year students both in professional adapta-
tion and in learning a foreign language according to their future profession.
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